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S. BERIKASHVILI

FOR THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE DECLINATION SYSTEM IN
THE GRAMMARS OF ANTIQUE PERIOD

Till IV century B.C. there is no information about the classification of the declination system.
But it doesn’t mean that there was no changing of case forms.

According to R. Pfeiffer, some of the researchers by mistake credit the Ionians of the sixth
century with a grammatical system of “cases”. “It would hardly be worth while to take notice of his
strange view if it had not been accepted without qualification by E. Schwyzer in his Greek Grammar.
In a rhetorical book I7epi oxnudTor (under the name of Herodian) three lines of Anacreon are
quoted as an example of the moAUTTwTov, the employment of the same word in various cases

KXeuBohov pev éywny’ épéw,
KXevBothw 6 émpaivopat,
KXeUBoulov 8¢ Srookéw” [1: 12].

Here the name of Cleubulos is given in three cases: genitive, dative and accusative. This fact has
been taken as clear evidence of a three-case system, recognized by lonian grammarians of the sixth
century and applied by the poet.

The interesting passage in [Tepl oynudrwy starts from a definition of moAdmTwTOV: “6TaV
nToL Tas avtovopacias 1 Ta OvdpaTa €is Tdoas TAS TTWOELS e TaBalovTes dtaTiBupeba
-0V AMyov ws mapa Kieoxdpel” (When the words are given in different way in all cases, declared
Cleochares) [1: 13]. Cleochares is then quoted as having used the name of Demosthenes in the usual
order of the five cases of Greek nouns, while Archilochus the name of Leophilus in the four cases. In
spite of the corruptions and variant readings in the manuscripts the fact is that the name appears in
four different cases, with inflexional suffixes -0s, -ov, -w, -ov. The author of /7epi oy nudrwi once
more designates, that Anacreon has used the name of Cleubulos only in three cases. Of course, these
examples are not enough to talk about the existence of system of cases in lyric poetry.

As it’s known, Plato was the first to give us linguistic opinions of his time as scientific theories,
that have become the basis for linguistics and language philosophy in following age [2: 68] In his
Cratylus he puts problems of language in the center of a comprehensive philosophical debate, but
nothing is said about the system of cases or declination.

Aristotle puts case in the eight parts of speech. In the 20th chapter of his Poetics, he says: “Trjs &¢
\éews amdons Td® €oTl Td pépn, OToLXELOV CUAAPT 0vdeaios Gropda pnpa apdpor TTGoS
\dyos”(“Each speech has the following parts: letter, syllable, conjunction, name, verb, article, case and
clause”) [3: 244). Then there is given the definition of all parts of speech, including the case, where it
refers not only to the noun, but also to the verb: “TITdots 8¢ €0Tiv OVOPATOS T} PILATOS T) LLEV KATC
=& ToUTOU i) TOUTE onpavor kal doa TolauTa, 1) 8¢ kaTd TO évi 1| TOAOLS, olov drlpuTot §
aBpwTos, 1) 8¢ KaTd Td UTokpLTLKd, olov kaT épatnow § em{taly, 70 yap éBadloev A PddLle
TTOOLS PLATOS KaTd TauTa T €ldn éoT(v” (“Nouns and verbs have the form of the case. In noun
it shows such relation, as ToUtou and ToUTw, etc. or the relation that shows difference of singular and
plural forms as av8pwmol and dvBpwmos. In verb it designates the modalizm of speech, e.g. question or
order, yap €Bddioev or BddLe. That is the case of verb”) [3: 246].

The term mtwots first time appears in the works of Aristotle. A. Gudeman marks out, that no
one has used the term mTwots before. According to his opinion, Aristotle has used this term in the
different broad sense, than it has taken in the following ages. According to Aristotle TTwoLS means
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all forms of the word that is derived from the “normal” (initial) form. It reffers almost to all parts of
speech [4: 88]. Though Aristotle has not talked over the separate cases of the noun or the classifica-
tion of declination type.

According to the Stoic scholars mTwots is grammatical category that is used only with those
parts of speech, which are declinable, i.e. they have given that meaning to the term, which it has
today. It’s known, that one work of Chrisipus had the name: About five cases. The five-case system
consisted from “direct case” (0pf1} TTwoLs) and four “indirect cases” (Thaylal TTwoels). The
direct case was nominative case - 6vopaoTLKT TTwols. The names of three cases are given by
Diogenes. These are: genitive (yevikn mTaots), dative (5oTikn) TTwoLs) and accusative (al TLaTik
TTWoLls). According to the information of the modern science it is not evident, had the Stoics the
fifth case or not.

The German scientist H. Schtainteil states, that Stoics couldn’t have vocative as fifth case; for
the form of vocative was considered as apply (mpocayopeuTtikis) [5: 67].

First time in the history of grammar Stoics have regarded the nominative as case, till that time it
was the part of speech - noun. For that reason there was a great discussion between Peripatetics
(followers of Aristotle) and Stoics. Amonius declares:

“Peripatetics tell Stoics, that the other cases we really call cases; for they have fallen down from
the direct; but how can we call the direct case, it hasn’t fallen from any other?..

Stoics answer, that it has fallen from the idea, thus when we want to declare the idea about
Socrates, we say his name Socrates... So we think that the direct (case) has fallen from the idea and
is the direct, because it’s the first form of the phonetic expression.

But thus, reply Peripatetics, you think it’s possible to talk about the direct speech, so verbs and
adverbs should also have cases, despite that there is no declination system in these parts of speech.
This 1s against your study” [6: 70-71].

Among the representatives of the Alexandrian school, it’s worth to see Aristophanes of Byzantium'’s
information about the cases. In his works only once there are mentioned grammatical categories. He
discovered recurrent patterns in the Greek declination and stated general rules of regular inflexion;
this principle of “regularity” was called avaroy{a. In these rules the second place is taken by the
rule of cases. We can read in Donatiunus: “huic (sc. analogiae) Aristophanes quinque rationes dedit
vel, ut alil putant, sex; primo ut eiusdem sint generis, dein casus, tum exitus, quarto numeri syllabarum,
item soni” (“Aristophanes gives five, by others’ opinion six meanings to it (i.e. analogy). First must
be gender, second - case, then - ending suffix, fourth - syllable, and then - accent™) [1: 202].

Unfortunately we have no other information about the case system in the work of Aristophanes. Then
Anistarchus repeats the inflexion rules given by the Aristophanes of Byzantium and adds one else: ““sextum
Aristarchus, discipulus eius, illud addidit ne unquam simplicia compositis aptemus” (“The sixth was
added by his pupil Aristarchus, not to use simple composits”) [1: 202].

Donatianus doesn’t talk about the case system himself. The works of the Alexandrian scholars
haven’t reach up to our days that’s why we can talk about their grammatical ideas by the saved
fragments. The basic information that is given is taken from the Homer scholia.

Alexandrian scholars give the definition of case:

Diomedus: “The case is definite stage of declination. It’s named case (mTdots), the most names
are changing by the cases and are falling down from their first condition™.

From the scholium of Dionysius Thrax: “The case is inflexion of declinable word, that is charac-
terized by the changing of the last syllable (in different directions)” [6: 123-124].

In detail we can talk about the case system according to the Grammar of Dionysius Thrax. In his
work T€xvn [pappaTtixr among the other parts of speech is given noun, that is the declinable part
of the sentence and which has five accidence or categories: gender yévos, aspect €180s, form
oxTa, number aplBpds, case TTUOLS.
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Dionysius has taken from Stoics the names of the cases, the case system, though he doesn’t
divide these cases into “direct” and “indirect”.

He enumerates five cases and each of the cases has several names.

“Mtdoels dvopdTwy elol mévTte 0pdY, yevikn, doTikn, alTiaTiky, KANTLKY. AéyeTat dé
N LV Opb OvopacTikn kal €UBela, T) 8€ YEVIKY KTNTLKY T€ Kal TaATOLKY, 1) 8€ SOTLK
ETLOTANTLKY, 1) 8¢ alTiaTiky kat’ alTiaTikiy, 1) 8¢ kAnTIKY Tpocayopevutiky” (“There are
five cases of nouns: sincerative, genetive, dative, accusative, vocative. sincerative case is also called
nominative and simple, genetive - possesive and case of the origin, dative - the case of direction,
accusative is called so because of cause, vocative has the name of appeal”) [5: 102].

Making comments about that part of the T€xvn ypauparikr, scholiasts give the names of the
cases and their etymology.

According to scholiast Stefanios the term eUf€ia is derived from the word e UBUTaTos. This is
the first case because it sincerely (0p61}) shows noun. In this case the noun is not extended.

evBeLa is the first case because it has no grammatical form, the following case derived from the
first one has grammatical form - says Heliodorus.

The same Heliodorus declares, that yevikr} is named because it’s the origin, the mother for the
indirect cases - “0TL Yéveals €0TL TAlS GANALS TTOOETL Kal TOV Aotmer TAaylov pitne” [5: 35].

The name of the third case dative is joined with the verb. The comentators of Thrax explain: 80 Ttkn
is derived fromt the verb 8{8wjLt, thus in the clause “8{dwpt TG GLAB” TG GIAG s in Dative.

There are different opinions about the derivation of the name aiTiaTik. The term al TiaTtiky
by one opinion is derived from the verb ai Tedopar “accuse” or the noun aiTiov “cause”, by the
other opinion the name should be understood as derived from aitiatdy “the effect”. By the ob-
tained point of view in the modern science at TtaTikij should be joined to atTtatdr. A. Gudeman in
his work Grundriss der Geschichte der klassischen Philologie proposes the history of the Greek
and Latin terms and their equivalence. He declares that the Latin translation of the altiatiki
accusativus is not right and there must be causativus that is in use as well. The same opinion we can
see at R. Pfeiffer, he marks out that the name of the case must be corresponding to the function of
the case: “ the name should be understood as derived from attwatdv “the effect”, correct for the case
that denotes the effect of an action” [1: 244].

As to the case KAntuiky it’s called relative as well.

A. Gudeman has given the Greek and Latin names of cases in parallels. At the end of Latin terms there
is given the sixth case ablativus, which the author himself considers as the own Latin case and calls it
Latinus casus. At the same time there is given the explanation of Varo: “quia Latinae linguae proprius est”
[4: 97]. Though Alexandrian scholars consider this case to be of Greek origin. Priscianus declares:

“Ablative is the own case of Romans, but asit’s evident, they borrowed it from the ancinet Greek
grammarians, who took for the sixth case forms like oUpavéBev (from the sky)” [16: 124].

Dionysius Thrax assumes the name as whole unit without distinguishing of root and the inflexional
suffixes of the cases, thus there is no information about the type of declination.

As to the term kAlaLs, it doesn’t mean only the declination, but commonly the inflexion, the flexible
changing of the words (both: declination and conjugation). In such way it’s giveninthe 7€y I pajyatix.
In the thirteenth chapter, that regards to verb kAloLs, it means the morphological change ot the verbs:
“Tuluyla éotv akdrovBos prpdtor kA ots” - conjugation is flexion that characterizes verbs. In the
sixth chapter, that regards to the sounds of the Greek language, weread: “07t 0bpeTadAel... €v Tols
kAlgeoL TGV dvopdTwy” - aren’t changing during the noun’s flexion [5: 38].

In the sixteenth chapter, talking about the article, the author states, that it’s the declinable word of the
sentence, that is used before or after the flexable noun. Hereby flexion is implied as dechination.

We have to mention, that this term has preserved its meaning till today. In modern Greek it’s used
as for the dechination, so for the conjugation of words.
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Consequently, in grammarians of antiquity we can notice the interest for such grammatic ques-
tion, as declination is. On the basis of considered grammatics we can state, that we have not yet the
inforamtion about the declination system and its types, but there’s the tendency of systematization of
noun flexion by the cases.

Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

5. 33003533050

0635006 LOLAG I 3T HLOBO3SCOOLSP30s S6G03 &0
J3MI0s 36 53dGS03MM:380156

A9bomdy

Led@od gbgds dgbgdols Loliggdols Jeslioma jososls sbgo 3o gdmdols aMedsgo jmlsgdmab.
3olido Im(3gdyeos dbgoyGo gdmdols oo Imedmmgbggdols ImlisdMadgdo @s mgmEogdo
dbgdols Lolsggdslimsb ws j19gd0Mgdam. dsm dmtols sGalsgmeqgengls, JMaliodmbols, momeagby
@M eaeols, sdmbogliols, sGoligmnobyg doBsbgogmols, wmbsgosbgls, sMolsps@mdmls Lad-
Mo Jogenols, 3gMmwombgls s womboliomls M jogenols Ggbgrrgdgde. Ledyybemme, shgo ymo
93mdols 8modmmgbaqdmob dembgdals dglisbgd L 38sme oMo (6mdgdo Tmuggdmggds. dee-bo-
Je2gdsw 3Fymdmols bobom dtghgsms Loliggds8g Bixgemds dgagademos wombobamls i jogenols
Téxrn ypappatikij (asdsgo ol beomgbgos) dabgegom. asbbocryeno dmbsdegdgdols loeyd-
59289 h39b Ggag0demns wagelsjgbom, GmB 8bgo 1Mo gdmdols aMedsgo 3mligdmsh xgm jowagy o6
S0l Loydsto dmbgdols Loliggdols s Fals 5adgd8g, BoaMed 7359 aghggds dmbgsms doby-
gom babgems gom@mdsggomgdols boliggdsgodsgoals ggbwgbios.

Lgogoodo sbiggg dmsqdnmos g9mBabgdols TTWOLS (d7bgs) ws KAITLS (3mhads) Fomdmas-
gemds wd 3smo 3d8mygbgdols LygMm. magesdomggendw, Mmammy TTLoLS-l, slggq KAloLs-ls
wggobrgeo 3b0dgbgenmdolisash asblibgsgqdyeo, 1udm BsGMm aagds dgmbwsm. olsg, 3o-
ASOMSE, TTHOLS 3ol gmegaegliosb stMols Logygols yggees ols gomds, Gmdgenos aswabmoeos
“Bmﬁ)&xgﬂﬁmw LoTyolio Bmdols 48t @s 0ae mamddols ygaes dggyggengdols bafoenls ghgds. boenm
KALOLS Bmad@dm Logygems gagdlon® (35maengosls sebodbagls (26m6gdls @ mregdslisg).

08b399mmgg 86006geambds gg@30b TTWoLS-Us 7399 bgmgengdds olsls, beenm G Hgqbigds
9Mdob khloLs-L, 0g@dben 9bsdo 396 ©wgdwy qdmabsbs megalio dgqeno bodgbgenmds, ws
addmoaynbgds, dmamey d7bgdols, sbggg aegdols Lolsggdols selisbodhsgew.

C. BEPUKAILIBUIN

O KIJACCHOUKAIINHN CKJIOHEHI/IH B I'PAMMATHUKAX
AHTHYHOTI' O HEPUOJAA

Pezome

Crarbs KacaeTcs Kiaccupukauuu CKIOHEHHUs B rpaMMaTHKaxX aHTHYHOro nepuoxa B cratbe
PacCMaTPUBAKOTCS TEOPUU U BbICKA3bIBAHUS BETUKUX AHTUIHBIX MBICIUTENEH O CHCTEME CKAOHE-
HHs B IPEYECKOM s13bIKE. B TOM diicnie mpuBeneHsl MHeHUst Apucrorens, Xpucura, norena Jla-
aprckoro, AMoHHus, ApucrtodaHa Buzantuiickoro, lonaruana, Apucrapxa Camodpakuiickoro,
Teponnona u Jlnonnca ®pakuiickoro. K coxkanennto, B paboTax aHTHHHbBIX YUEHBIX BCTPEHAETCS
ZIOBOJIbHA MaJIo HHGOPMALIMK O CKIOHEHUH B IPEUECKOM si3blke. bosiee MeHee CHCTeMaTU3upOB-
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aHO CHCTeMa CKJIOHEeHHs npercTasnena y Juonuca Ppakuiickoro B Texrn ypaupartiky (H-
ckycemeo epammamuxu). Ha 0CHOBaHHM pacCMOTPEHHBIX JaHHBIX Mbl MOXKEM 3aK/IFOMHTb, YTO B
AQHTHYHBIX IPAMMAaTHKaX €LIE HE BbIABJIEHBI CHCTEMA M THIIbI CKJIOHEHHs, HO Y)ke HaOmonaeTcs
TEHJEHLMsI CUCTEMATH3aLMH H3MEHEeHUs! POpPM MMEH MO Majexam.

B cTaThe Takke pacCMaTpPUBAETCS IPOUCXOXKIEHHE TEDMHHOB TTWOLS (Maaek) U KALoLs (ckio-
HeHMe), a Takxke cdepa X NMpUMeHeHus. BHauane, Kak y TEpMUHA TTHOLS Tak U y kKA(o1s ObLio
OTJIMYHOE OT HbIHEIUHEro 3HadeHue ¢ Dojee oOUIMPHBIM apeasioM MCMoJb30oBaHUsl. Tak, Hampu-
Mep, TTWOLS y ApUcToTens ABsieTcs Jiroboi GopMoH ClloBa, KOTOpasi OTKJIOHEHA OT “HOpMallb-
HOW” Ha4anbHOH GOPMBI U KACAETCS MOYTH YTO BCEX YACTEH peuH; a TepMUH KALOLS 0003HauaeT
driekcuveckoe u3MeHEeHHWE CIIOB (Kak CKJIOHEHHWE, TaK U CIpsiKeHUe ).

CoBpeMeHHOE 3HaUYEHHE TEPMUHY TTWOLS MPHIATH CTOMKH, U4TO e KaCaeTCst TEPMUHA KATLS |
B FPEUECKOM sI3bIKE 3TOT TEPMHH A0 CHX MOP yHOTPeOIAeTCs CO CBOMM CTapblM 3HAYEHMEM, Kak
1JI CUCTEMBI CKJIOHEHHUS, TaK Y I CUCTEMBI CIIPSKEHHUS.
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