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S. BERIKASHVILI 

FOR THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE DECLINATION SYSTE1"1 IN 
THE GRAMMARS OF ANTIQUE PERIOD 

Till IV century B.C. there is no information about the classification of the declination system. 
But it doesn't mean that there was no changing of case forms. 

According to R. Pfeiffer, some of the researchers by mistake credit the Ionians of the sixth 
century with a grammatical system of "cases". "It would hardly be worth while to take notice of his 
strange view if it had not been accepted without qualification by E. Schwyzer in his Greek Grammar. 
In a rhetorical book fl€pl. ()xr;µdruw (under the name of Herodian) three lines of Anacreon are 
quoted as an example of the TTOAUTTTwTov, the employment of the same word in various cases 

KA.Euµou,\ou µE:v Eyu)y' EpEw, 
KA.EUµou,\4) 8' E:mµa(vuµm, 
KA.Euµou,\ov 8E: 8Lo0KEw" [1: 12]. 

Here the name of Cleubulos is given in three cases: genitive, dative and accusative. This fact has 
been taken as clear evidence of a three-case system, recognized by Ionian grammarians of the sixth 
century and applied by the poet. 

The interesting passage in fIEpi ()xr;µdn.Jv starts from a definition of miA.uTTTwTov: "oTCw 
llTOL TCTS' avTovoµaa(as- tj Tel ovoµaTa ELS' TTCTCTCTS' TCTS' TTTWCTELS' µETaµaA.,\ovTE:c; &lan8u)µE:8Cl 
-ov A.6yov u'.>s- TTapa KA.EOxapEL" (When the words are given in different way in all cases, declared 
Cleochares) [1: 13]. Cleochares is then quoted as having used the name of Demosthenes in the usual 
order of the five cases of Greek nouns, whileArchilochus the name ofLeophilus in the four cases In 
spite of the corruptions and variant readings in the manuscripts the fact is that the name appears in 
four different cases, with inflexional suffixes -os-, -ou, -l(l, -ov. The author of f7€pl. ()xr;µdruw once 
more designates, that Anacreon has used the name of Cleubulos only in three cases. Of course, these 
examples are not enough to talk about the existence of system of cases in lyric poetry. 

As it's known, Plato was the first to give us linguistic opinions of his time as scientific theories, 
that have become the basis for linguistics and language philosophy in following age [2 68] ln his 
Cratylus he puts problems of language in the center of a comp"ehensive philosophical debate, but 
nothing is said about the system of cases or declination. 

Aristotle puts case in the eight parts of speech. In the 20th chapter of his Poetics, he says: 'TT)c; 8E: 

\E~EWS' clTTCTCTT]S' Ta8' foTL Tel µEpT], CJTOLXELOV au,\A.aµ~ CJUVbE:CJµos- i)voµa pT)µo ap8pou TTT0JOl c; 

\1)yoc;"("Each speech has the following parts: letter, syllable, conjunction, name, verb, article, case and 
clause") [3: 244]. Then there is given the definition of all parts of speech, including the case, where it 
refers not only to the noun, but also to the verb: "TITwCJLc; oE: ECJTLV (w6µanic; tj {itjµarnc; ~ µE:v KCTTel 

-,~ TOUTOU tj TOUTL(l 01iµmvov KCTl. OCJa TOLGuTa, ~ 8E: KCTTCT n) EVL tj TTOAA<llc;, olov av8ptuTTOL ~ 
crv8pwTTOS', ~OE KaTa Tel UrrOKpLTLKCT, oLov KaT' EpWTT]CJLV tj ETTLTCT~LV, n'i yap E:µaoLCJEV tj ~a8L(E 
:7TWCJLS' ptjµaToc; Ka Ta TCUJTa Ta E°l8TJ EaT[v" ("Nouns and verbs have the form of the case. In noun 
it shows such relation, as TouTou and TOUTw, etc. or the relation that shows difference of singular and 
plural forms as av8pwTTOL and av8p<.llTTOS'. In verb it designates the modalizm of speech, e.g. question or 
order, y<J.p E:µciowEv or µci8L( E. That is the case of verb") [3: 246]. 

The term TTTWCJLS' first time appears in the works of Aristotle. A Gudeman marks out, that no 
one has used the term TTTWCJLc; before. According to his opinion, Anstotle has used this term in the 
different broad sense, than it has taken in the following ages. According to Aristotle TTTWCJL c; means 
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all forms of the word that is derived from the "normal" (initial) form It reffers almost to all parts of 
speech [ 4: 88]. Though Aristotle has not talked over the separate cases of the noun or the classifica
tion of declination type. 

According to the Stoic scholars TITWCJLS' is grammatical category that is used only with those 
parts of speech, which are declinable, i.e. they have given that meaning to the term, which it has 
today. It's known, that one work of Chrisipus had the name: Ahoutfive cases. The five-case system 

consisted from "direct case" (ope~ rrTwCJLS') and four "indirect cases" (rrA.ayun rrn:lcrELS'). The 

direct case was nominative case - ovoµacrnK~ TIT(J,JCJLS'. The names of three cases are given by 
Diogenes. These are: genitive (yEvLK~ TTTWCJLS' ), dative (6oTLK~ TTTWULS') and accusative (a[ nan K~ 
TITWCJLS' ). According to the information of the modern science it is not evident, had the Stoics the 
fifth case or not. 

The German scientist H. Schtainteil states, that Stoics couldn't have vocative as fifth case; for 
the form of vocative was considered as apply (TipooayopEUTLKOS') [5. 67]. 

First time in the history of grammar Stoics have regarded the nominative as case, till that time it 
was the part of speech - noun. For that reason there was a great discussion between Peripatetics 
(followers of Aristotle) and Stoics. Amonius declares: 

"Peripatetics tell Stoics, that the other cases we really call cases; for they have fallen down from 
the direct; but how can we call the direct case, it hasn't fallen from any other? .. 

Stoics answer, that it has fallen from the idea, thus when we want to declare the idea about 
Socrates, we say his name Socrates ... So we think that the direct (case) has fallen from the idea and 
is the direct, because it's the first form of the phonetic expression. 

But thus, reply Peripatetics, you think it's possible to talk about the direct speech, so verbs and 
adverbs should also have cases, despite that there is no declination system in these parts of speech. 
This is against your study" [ 6: 70-71]. 

Among the representatives of the Alexandrian school, it's worth to see Aristophanes of Byzantium's 
information about the cases. In his works only once there are mentioned grammatical categories. He 
discovered recurrent patterns in the Greek declination and stated general rules of regular inflexion; 
this principle of "regularity" was called ava/...oy(a. In these rules the second place is taken by the 
rule of cases. We can read in Donatiunus: "huic (sc. analogiae) Aristophanes quinque rationes dedit 
vel, ut alii putant, sex; primo ut eiusdem sint generis, dein casus, tum exitus, quarto numeri syllabarum, 
item soni" ("Aristophanes gives five, by others' opinion six meanings to it (i.e. analogy). First must 
be gender, second - case, then - ending suffix, fourth - syllable, and then - accent") [ 1: 202]. 

Unfortunately we have no other information about the case system in the work of Aristophanes. Then 
Aristarchus repeats the inflexion rules given by the Aristophanes ofByzantium and adds one else: "sextum 
Aristarchus, discipulus eius, illud addidit ne unquam simplicia compositis aptemus" ("The sixth was 
added by his pupil Aristarchus, not to use simple composits") [1: 202]. 

Donatianus doesn't talk about the case system himself. The works of the Alexandrian scholars 
haven't reach up to our days that's why we can talk about their grammatical ideas by the saved 
fragments. The basic information that is given is taken from the Homer scholia. 

Alexandrian scholars give the definition of case: 
Diomedus: "The case is definite stage of declination. It's named case (TITWOLS'), the most names 

are changing by the cases and are falling down from their first condition''. 
From the scholium of Dionysius Thrax: "The case is inflexion of declinable word, that is charac

terized by the changing of the last syllable (in different directions)" [ 6: 123-124]. 
In detail we can talk about the case system according to the Grammar of Dionysius Thrax. In his 

work TiXViJ I'paµµanKTf among the other parts of speech is given noun, that is the declinable part 
of the sentence and which has five accidence or categories: gender yEvos, aspect ELoos-, form 
crxl)µa, number apL8µos-, case 1TTWOLS'. 
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Dionysius has taken from Stoics the names of the cases, the case system, though he doesn't 
divide these cases into "direct" and "indirect". 

He enumerates five cases and each of the cases has several names 
"CTTUJCTELS' ovoµciTUw ELCTL TTEVTE op8tj, YEVLKtj, bOTLKtj, aL ndnKtj, KAT)TLKtj. AEyE:TaL 6~ 

~ µ(v ope~ ovoµaCTTLK~ KGL EU8ELG, ~ OE YEVLK~ KTT)TLKtj TE KGL TraTpLKtj, ~ OE OOTLK~ 
E:man1A.nKtj, Tl oE: al,nanK~ KaT' al,nanKtjv, ~ oE KAT)TLK~ rrpoaayopEUTLKtj'' ("There are 
five cases of nouns: sincerative, genetive, dative, accusative, vocative. sincerative case is also called 
nominative and simple, gen~tive - possesive and case of the origin, dative - the case of direction, 
accusative is called so because of cause, vocative has the name of appeal") [ 5: 102]. 

Making comments about that part of the Tix1/77 ypaµµarLKrf, scholiasts give the names of the 
cases and their etymology. 

According to scholiast Stefanios the term EU8(w is derived from the word d.18uTaToS' This is 
the first case because it sincerely (c'ip8tj) shows noun. In this case the noun is not extended. 

EU8E~a is the first case because it has no grammatical form, the following case derived from the 
first one has grammatical form - says Heliodorus. 

The same Heliodorus declares, that yEVLKtj is named because it's the origin, the mother for the 
indirect cases - "on yEVECTLS' E:an Ta'Ls- aAA.a'Ls- rrTwaECTL KaL Twv A.mrrwv rrA.ay(wv µ~TT)p" [5: 35]. 

The name of the third case dative is joined with the verb. The comentators of Thrax explain: 8on Ktj 
is derived fromt the verb oCOwµL, thus in the clause "8C0wµL T0 cj)LA.i;}" T0 cl:>t A.0 is in Dative 

There are different opinions about the derivation of the name a LT La TL Ktj. The term a LT La T t Ktj 
by one opinion is derived from the verb at ncioµm "accuse" or the noun at'. nov "cause", by the 
other opinion the name should be understood as derived from at naTcSv "the effect". By the ob
tained point of view in the modern science al nanKtj should be joined to ai. naT<JV. A Gudeman in 
his work Grundriss der Geschichte der klassischen Philologie proposes the history of the Greek 
and Latin terms and their equivalence. He declares that the Latin translation of the at nanK~ 
accusativus is not right and there must be causativus that is in use as well The same opinion we can 
see at R. Pfeiffer, he marks out that the name of the case must be corresponding to the function of 
the case: "the name should be understood as derived from amm6v "the effect", correct for the case 
that denotes the effect of an action" [ 1 : 244]. 

As to the case KAT)TLKtj it's called relative as well. 
A Gudeman has given the Greek and Latin names of cases in parallels. At the end of Latin terms there 

is given the sixth case ablativus, which the author himself considers as the own Latin case and calls it 
Latinus casus. At the same time there is given the explanation ofVaro: "quia Latinae linguae proprius est" 
[ 4: 97]. Though Alexandrian scholars consider this case to be of Greek origin Priscianus declares 

"Ablative is the own case of Romans, but as it's evident, they borrowed it from the ancinet Greek 
grammarians, who took for the sixth case forms like oupavo8EV (from the sky)" [16: 124]. 

Dionysius Thrax assumes the name as whole unit without distinguishing of root and the inf1exional 
suffixes of the cases, thus there is no information about the type of declination. 

As to the term KALCTLS', it doesn't mean only the declination, but commonly the inflexion, the flexible 
changing of the words (both: declination and conjugation} In such way it's given in the Tlx1/77 rpafifll!Tl Krj. 
In the thirteenth chapter, that regards to verb KAlCTLS', it means the morphological change of the verbs 
"Iu(uy(a EaTLV CTK(JAOU8os- rriµchwv KALCTLS'" - conjugation is flexion that characterizes verbs ln the 
sixth chapter, that regards to the sounds of the Greek language, we read: "()n nu µE:Ta~ciA.A.E L. .. t v ml S' 

KALCTECJL Twv (woµciTwv" - aren't changing during the noun's flexion [5: 38]. 
In the sixteenth chapter, talking about the article, the author states, that it's the declinable word of the 

sentence, that is used before or after the flexable noun. Hereby flexion is implied as declination. 
We have to mention, that this term has preserved its meaning till today. In modern Greek it's used 

as for the declination, so for the conjugation of words 

I(,) 



S. Berikashvili 

Consequently, in grammarians of antiquity we can notice the interest for such grammatic ques
tion, as declination is. On the basis of considered grammatics we can state, that we have not yet the 
inforamtion about the declination system and its types, but there's the tendency of systematization of 
noun flexion by the cases. 

Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University 

b. ~36.0JS330~0 

~6.1163~0b b0b~330b d~ ~bO-SOd~OOOb~ffi30b ~6t3>0,-J116.0 
3~(1):J0b &6.~3~tS,0d(l)b3~ffi~(j 

fJ :J'h OZJ au 
li<lll'\IJiO,) ;:ib;:io,) o~r;:i6;:iooli lioli6;:i8oli J~.'llioisnJ.'lOO.'lli .'lh<!JO SJMO ;)JfTJ;joli ('>M.'lO.'l<!JO JfT1U;:JOCD.'lfi. 

8,'lliClo 8(T)oo80~ch'l .'lb<!JOJ'JMO ;)JlT);joli ~o~o 8(T).'l8M(T)36~Jt)OOU 8(T)li,'lotT'1;:io:100 ~.'l m;:i(TJMO:JOO 
OMJ6;:iooli lioli<!J;:i80lim,'!6 ~·\j.'l 3CloM;:ioom. 80m d(T)Moli .'lMol1(1)fTl<!J;)~:1l.I, ;jP'mllchJ<T1holi, ~O!T)(\:Jfi::J 

~.'l ;:i M<!J::J ~oli, 081T1600lioli, .'l Moli<l)(T)'Bt'l 5 ;:i ?w8,'l 5le)o ;)~oli, ~(T)Fit'l (i!io,'l fi;:ili, ,')Moh (i!i''l P'1;1<T)li h,'l 8-
(T)mM.'l Jo;:i~oli, J;:iM(T)~o(T)6;:ili ~,., ~o(T)6olicHT1li mM.'lJo;:i~oli Cl;:ib;:i~-z1~;:io~1?io. h,'l8v·zib,'!M(T)~, ,.,~)N\ L'IMo 
;:i.31TJ;joli 8(T).'l8M<T)3l"i;:i;:iom06 oP'r.:i6;:iooli B;:ili0b;:io h0,J8.'l1T1e;; 8\7 nMo 061T1cJ:Joo 81TJ0:J~JJPl~J:J?J,'l. 8;1(r1-ll.-i
,J~;:JCJ.'l~ 8V'tt(T)OMoli li0bom OMJfi;pm0 lioli<!J;:i808;:i 8h?<::J~<T)O.'l Cl;:i 03od~o,'l ~cwifiolmP1li mP'1<'\JO~J~oh 
Tixl/TJ ypaµµaTtKrf-IJ (otr'J.J8.J,epJob b;y!.._rJ(TJjJ(jO.J) 8ob;:i~3om. o''lribo~·J~O 8(T)li,'l8M~JCl;)CJOl~ h,'l•ffJd-
3;:i~8;:i Pi3;:i6 Cl;:i 03od~o.'l ~03.'lhJ3fom, M(T)8 .'lbtl)O,JJMo ;:i.J(T);joli C'JM,'>8.'lllJo,i(T)li;:iom,'>6 ?<::JM ,io~::ia .'lM 
,)Moll li,'lJO.'lMO 0P'106::iooli lioh<!J;:J8.'lli,'l Q;t'l 8oli 6o,1o68;:i, 8.'loM,'l8 'ZJJ3::J ()3b~l~::J6,'l C)Pl-ZJl"i:JMD.'l [fohn

~3om li,'lb;:i~m,'l 'B(T)M8003,-i~;:ionli lioh6::i806080oooli e:i;:i5~;:i6oo,'l. 
hti'"llJo.'lClo 0li::i3;:i 8(T)o::i80~0.'l 6::JM8o6;:iooli TTTWCJLS' (0MJ63.'l) e;;,., KALCJLS' ( 6M71fi;:i6,'l) \foPi81T18,-i-

3~(T160 ~.'l 8.'lmo 0.'l8Pitt;:i6;:i6nli li<[i::JM(T). m03~.'lJoM3:J~.'l~, M(T)(lplM(l TTTWCJLS'-U, ,-ib;:i;J~l KALCJLS'-h 
~~::J:_jt'lri~::J~o 860Cl36;:J~P1onb.'l()''ll1 00Gliba03::J?l7)~0, ·z1•;rJM<T1 ·~),'lMmtTJ ()•'l(\:ii.'l ,1:itr1FiQ'.,'lm .• 'll1;1, a.'l-
0.'l~nm.'l~, TTTWCJLS' ,'lMolillJi<T)6::J~::Jhm06 .'lMoli lintittanli tl3::J~.'l ol.I '[J<T)M8.'l, M(T)o;:i~oo (Y'l~,'lbMo~ci.'l 
"61T)MO.'l~'ZJMO" li,'lvttnho '[J!T)M8oli,'lo.'l6 ~") 000 mom;j8ob tl3::J~·" O:-Jt:Jtt:J::i~::i6oli Ei,'lvo~l! ;:ih~JCh'l. hPH.!~lT) 
KALCJLS' 81T)00~""~ lintitt30m0 'B~::i;jlioJM 03~0~::100li 0~6oClfo3li (6M716;:i6,.,h00 ~,., ·zi~~;:i?i.-ih,.,o). 

m.'lfo8;:i~M!T)30 86oCl36::1~(T)l'k'l 6::JM8o6TTTWCJL<;'-h 'J,l30 he:i(T)::i~oo8.'l 8olio::ih, h(T)~(T) M.'ll) ('~:J~Jh:i?i,) 
(i):JMOol) KALCJL<)-b, Cl:-JMd6',')~ ~ifoClo 3,-,[i ~~::i8~::i Cl~18(T)oh,')b,) m,'l3obo d:J~J~O 8fioCJ:3Fi~J~CTJCh\ ~·) 

0.'l81T)ntt:J6::J6t'l, M(T)()PlMl) 6M·z16;:iooli, t'ih::J:J:J 'Zl~~::i6ob hoh(e):J8nh ,)~li.'l6oCJfi,'l:3·"~· 

C. JiEPIIKAIDBIIJIII 

0 KJIACCH<l>HKAIJ;HH CKJIOHEHHJI B rPAMMATHKAX 
AHTHqHoro IIEPHO)J;A 

Pe310.111e 

CTaTMI KacaeTC51 Knaco1cp11Kau1rn. cKJIOHeHtt51 B rpaMMaT11Kax aHTHYHoro nep110.ua B cTaTbe 

paccMaTpI1BaIOTC51 Teoptt11 11 BbICKa.3hIBaHirn BeJittKHX aHTl14HbIX MhICJil1Te11eif 0 Cl1CTeMe CKJlOHe
Hl151 B rpeqecKOM 513hIKe. B TOM q11cne rrp11BenetthI MHeHtt51 Ap11cT0Te115!, Xp11c11na, LI,11oretta J1a-
3pTcKoro, AMOHH1151, Ap11cTocpatta B113aHTHHCKoro, ,D;ottaTHaHa, Ap11crnpxa CaMocppaK11ifcKoro, 
fepOAHOHa H Ll,ttOHHCa <l>paKHHCKOfO. K CO)KaJieHHlO, B pa6oTax aHT114HhIX yYeHblX BCTpeqaeTC51 
llOBOJihHa Mano 11Hcp0pMaUmI 0 CKJIOHeHl111 B rpeqeCKOM 513bIKe. I>onee Mettee Cl1CTeMaT113HpOB-

166 



For the Classification of the Declination System in the Grammatics of Antique Period 

atto c11cTeMa cKnottemrn rrpeACTaBnetta y ,[J,11ott11ca <l>paK11i1:cKoro B Tc!xvr; ypaµµanKrf (H
cKyccmeo ?parvtMamuKu). Ha octt0Batt1111 paccMoTpeHHbIX )J.aHHbIX MbI MO)!{eM 3aKnfOLJl1Tb. •-no B 

aHTJ1qHbIX rpaMMaT11Kax eme He BbHIBneHbI CI1CTeMa 11 THITbl CKilOHeHI1}l, HO y>Ke Ha6nt0.LJ,aeTC}l 

Tett,nem.1,11}1 c11cTeMaTI13a1.1,1111 H3Mettetttt}l cpopM 11MeH no rra,ne>KaM. 

B cTaTbe TaK>Ke paccMaTp11BaeTc5I rrpo11cxo>K,nett11e TepM11HoB rrTu;a L c; ( nane>K) 11 KAL m c; ( cKJ10-

HeH11e ), a TaK)!{e ccpepa 11x rrp11MeHeHH}l. Bttaqane, KaK y TepM11Ha TTTU)CTLc; TaK 11 y KALCTLc; 6brno 

0Tn11LJttoe OT tthrneurnero 3Haqett11e c 6onee 06rn11pttbIM apeanoM 11cnonb30BaH115I. TaK, Hanp11-

Mep, TTT0)CH c; y ApHCTOTen}l '}lBn}leTC}l nt060H cpopMOH cnoBa, KOTOpa5I OTKilOHeHa OT "HopManb

Holl:" ttaqanhHOH cpopMbI 11 KacaeTC}l rro•-ntt qrn Bcex qacTell: peq11; a TepMttH KALCTLc; o6o3ttaqaeT 

cpneKCHLJeCKOe 113MeHeHHe cnoB (KaK CKilOHeHHe, TaK l1 crrp}l>Kett11e). 

CoBpeMettttoe 3Haqett11e TepMHHY TTT(J/CTLc; np11.nan11 CTOHKH, 4TO )i{e KacaeTC}l TepM11tta K ,\(er L c;-. 

B rpeqecKOM }l3bIKe 3TOT TepMHH .no CHX nop ynoTpe6n}leTC5I co CBOl1M CTapb!M 3Ha4eHHeM, KaK 

)J,Il}l CllCTeMbI CKnOHeHI15l, TaK II ,nn5I ClICTeMbl crrp5I)!{eHII}l. 
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